CENTURIONS 1911
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 25th January 2020 at 1:00pm (doors open 12 noon)
Tally Ho Conference and Banqueting Centre, Pershore Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B5 7RN
Present:
C299 John H.T. Eddershaw
C356 Ken Livermore
C384 Mal Blyth
C390 Eric Horwill
C507 Geoff Tranter
C716 George Beecham
C750 Carl Lawton
C782 Dave Baker
C786 Bob Dobson

C788 Martin Fisher
C794 Phil Carroll
C849 Chris Flint
C853 Colin Bradley
C928 Richard Cole
C934 Pam Ficken
C950 Sue Clements
C1075 Steve Kemp

Apologies:

C331
C332
C367
C424
C431
C494
C535
C540
C599
C590
C685
C717
C735
C760
C854

John Dowling
Chris Bolton
E. Jim Skidmore
Mick Hague
Paul Briggs
Don Harris
Alan Barber
Dave Ainsworth
Ann Sayer
Ed Shillabeer
Tony Perkins
Mick Holmes
Sandra Brown
Richard Brown
Alex Ross

C870 Mark Byrne
C890 Bill Sutherland
C893 Ron Wallwork
C898 Jill Green
C912 Kevin Perry
C915 Hans Rennie
C953 Ray Hughes
C976 Norman Smith
C986 Cath Duhig
C1000 Wendy Watson
C1093 Sarah Lightman
C1167 Colin Vesty
C1170 John Borgars
C1183 Joyce Crawford
C1202 Claire Bass

1. Welcome by President
Pam Ficken C934 warmly welcomed everybody to the Tally Ho Conference and Banqueting Centre
for the Annual General Meeting and introduced our guest Annie Creo who joined us to hear the
tributes to her late father Len Creo C871. In accordance with tradition Pam invited the lowest
numbered Centurion to chair the meeting and John Eddershaw accepted as C299.
2. In Remembrance of Centurions
The proceedings started by listing the names of those Centurions who had died during the past 12
months and tributes were paid:
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i.

ii.

Colin Young C317 (Walton A.C. Track 24 hours 1960)
Bob Dobson recalled knowing Colin since he joined Essex Beagles and started race walking.
Colin had a passion for knowing everything and everybody in race walking and always had
great stories to inspire walkers to keep going. Colin was not a club man and was never seen
wearing a club vest.
Pam Ficken credited Colin with Pushing her father Hew Neilson to achieve his world record.
Alfred Stokes C451 (Leicester to Skegness 100 miles 1970)
Alfred was a member of Birmingham A.C. George Mitchell C450 walked with him during his
qualifying race. Alfred became a popular race walking judge. He had a unique sense of
humour.

iii.

Edwin Grocock C695 (Leicester 100 miles 1980)
A member of Sheffield United W.C. He was an accomplished artist and his father was a wellknown judge.

iv.

John Sturgess C829 (Leicester 100 miles 1988)
member of Leicester W.C. John often helped on the feeding station when not walking
himself. He played in a jazz band and at his funeral members of the band walked in front of
the hearse. He had to learn German in order to become a ski instructor

v.

Len Creo C 871 (Leicester 100, Hungarton 1990)
A member of Worcester A.C. His daughter Annie recalled that she supported him when he
qualified, and fed him jam sandwiches. The meeting extended their thanks and appreciation
to Annie for making the long journey from home to attend the AGM.

vi.

David Watson (Rev.) C881 (Ewhurst 100 miles 1991)
David was a Surrey Walking Club stroller who continued taking part in many club races and
long distance after he qualified as a Centurion. He gave the prayers and eulogy at the
Centurions’ 100th anniversary held at the Houses of Parliament.
Barbara Stoddard was also remembered. She was a stalwart supporter, always present at the
100 miles giving support and encouragement.

vii.

Following the eulogies all stood in remembrance of those listed above.
3

News of Centurions
It was reported that Mick Holmes C717 has Type 1 diabetes, takes steroids from time to time
and suffering a number of other medical problems. Mick won one of the most memorable 100
miles (the Leicester 100 miles in 1982) and still attends the National 20K at Leeds.

4

Apologies for absence
The Hon. Secretary read out the list of Centurions who were unable to attend.

5

Minutes of previous AGM held 26th January 2019 (copies available at meeting)
Bob Dobson C786 corrected the spelling of Doug Fotheringham C373 on page 2. Apart from this
the Minutes were accepted as a true record and it was proposed by Carl Lawton 750 and
seconded by Chris Flint C849 that they be signed by the President. All agreed.

6

Matters arising
There were no matters arising not already on the Agenda.
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7

Hon. Secretary’s report
Sue Clements C950 read out her report.
Sue reported that the annual 100 miles staged in Castletown on the Isle of Man was a testing
course and the fact that 16 walkers qualified as Centurions was a testament to their
determination to succeed and the excellent support provided by the organiser and helpers. She
expressed thanks to the organiser Steve Taylor and his team of helpers.
Plans for the forthcoming 100 mile race in Lower Castle Park, Colchester were progressing well.
We have been oblivious to the cost of hosting races because the Isle of Man have organised it
the previous two years. The cost of organising such a race has increased appreciably since we
were last involved more directly. This is a concern, our financial resources are slender and
income stream unpredictable, and the indications are that our current mode of operation is
unsustainable for the long term.

8

Hon. Treasurer’s report
Richard Cole C928 presented the financial summary for the year ending 31st December 2019
which had been audited by Alex Ross C854. He reported that donations and merchandise sales
are our main income-generating streams to cover increasing and new costs. Since the financial
report was composed Colin Young C317 generously made £1K legacy to the Centurions. We
should recognised that although legacies are very welcome, they are few in number and distort
the position.
Operating costs are increasing each year and for 2019 this resulted in an operating loss of just
over approximately £1,000.00. The current mode of operating is unsustainable and ways to
generate a steady income stream were briefly discussed.
Steve Kemp C1075 asked if figures included in the financial report could be split to show
individual costs. It was agreed this would provide a clearer view of costs.
Richard expressed his thanks to Alex Ross C854 who audited and signed off the 2019 accounts
and he proposed that Alex be retained as our auditor for the next year. This was put to the
meeting and agreed.
Thanks were expressed to Richard for maintaining the accurate records for the accounts and
presenting the financial report.
Steve Kemp C1075 proposed the acceptance of the Hon. Treasurer’s report, seconded by Eric
Horwill C390, and agreed unanimously.

9

Captain’s report – Martin Fisher C788
The Captain Martin Fisher C788 thanked the Committee for the help, support and time they
gave to the Centurions during 2019. He also thanked Chris Flint C849 for his continuing help,
and Centurions on the Isle of Man and The Netherlands.
Martin reported on the success of the Isle of Man Castletown 100 miles and said that in order to
assure the success for the future of our iconic race help is needed. Also, we need to appeal to a
wider audience because there are many more events that we are competing with in terms of
attracting interest and entries. Whilst the organisation for the Colchester 100 miles on 8th-9th
August 2020 is progressing well the Committee is mindful that people expect much more from
an event nowadays, informative & easy to navigate websites, chip timing and real-time updates,
and this is making it difficult to keep the overall cost within a reasonable budget.
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Steve Kemp C1075 stated that it was good that Martin, as Captain, was leading the way
promoting the Centurions at races and his commitment to actively .
The President thanked Martin for his report. Carl Lawton C750 proposed that it be accepted,
seconded by Richard Brown and agreed unanimously.
10 Centurions Website report
Sue Clements C950 opened her report by saying that it is good practice for an organisation to
periodically review practices. A preliminary review about the website was held in October 2018
and as a result valuable initial points were minuted to be carried forward for a more
comprehensive appraisal at the next Committee meeting. The key points raised were that it
should be accessible by more than one person so that it can be kept up to date when the web
manager in unavailable (planned or unforeseen absences), the format is poor on mobile devices
and it was disappointing this was not reported at the January 2019 AGM.
Since then communications with the Web Manager Kathy Crilley C933 failed to produce any
willingness to co-operate and enter into discussions about the website. As a result, after
thoroughly reviewing the events to date, Kathy was emailed in May 2019 to advise that she was
released from serving a Web Manager. The email omitted to ask her to stop updating the
website and to Kathy’s credit she continued to do so for a while.
In the autumn the Committee reiterated its decision to set up a new website so the domain was
renewed (www.centurions191.org.uk) but the hosting was cancelled because the detail of how
to proceed remained to be established. Kathy was invited to be a contributor to the new
website and she agreed.
Martin Fisher then brought the meeting up to date. He began by acknowledging that
reinstatement the website as soon as possible was essential to ensure our internet presence to
Centurions and the wider athletic community, and income from merchandise sales and entries
for the 2020 race. He then reported that he had spoken to somebody (not a Centurion) that
week about setting up a new website and populate it. The domain name is in Kathy Crilley’s
name and she would asked to transfer the domain to Centurions1911.
To conclude, two proposals were put forward:
1. Ask Kathy to transfer the domain name to Centurions1911. She would be asked to reply
within 7 days.
2. Open a new website
In the subsequent vote there were two abstentions and the remainder were in favour. The
proposals were therefore agreed.
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11 Election of New Centurions and Award of Certificates – Pam Ficken C934
C1196 - Paul Sayle (IOM)
C1197 - Edwin van Wijngaarden (NED)
C1198 - Graham Jackson (UK)
C1199 - Lee Johnson (IOM)
C1200 - Peter Duijst (NED)
C1201 - Andrew Dent (UK)
C1202 - Claire Bass (UK)
C1203 - Corina Riezebos-Rijploeg (NED)
C1204 - Sophie Dvorakova (IOM)

C1205 - Mark Hempsall (IOM)
C1206 - May Hooper (IOM)
C1207 - Courtenay Heading (IOM)
C1208 - Adrie Romijn (NED)
C1209 - Alison Kenyon (IOM)
C1210 - Dick Stoevelaar (NED)
C1211 - Wilko Koster (NED

The Chairman read out the names of the 16 qualifiers listed on the Agenda. Eric Horwill C390
proposed to the AGM, seconded by George Beecham C716, that they be accepted into the
Brother/Sisterhood of the Centurions in recognition of their individual achievements to
complete 100 miles in 24 hours. All agreed.
12 Proposals
1.

Proposed by John Eddershaw C299 and to be seconded that:
“The present rule governing the three year time limit for the President and Captain to serve
be rescinded”. John suggested that those Centurions holding these positions should be
elected annually as with other post holders, and the 3 year rule is too restrictive. The
purpose is to enable these office holders to continue for another 3 years subject to their
election at an AGM.
The meeting identified that the limit of three consecutive years for the President and Captain
gives the Centurions the opportunity for successors to bring in fresh thinking and diverse
talent. A seconder for this proposal was not forthcoming so the proposal was unsuccessful.

2.

Proposed by Richard Cole C 928 and to be seconded that:
“The Committee decides what direction the Centurions should take in future years given that
rising costs for putting on some walks are a considerable drain on our limited capital funds,
and to present the strategy to the 2021 AGM for discussion”.
Chris Flint C849 proposed that the wording should be amended by replacing the word
‘decides’ with ‘to suggest’. Seconded by Bob Dobson C786 and carried unanimously.
Richard Cole explained that we lose approximately £1K annually in operating costs due to a
steady increase in costs, a situation that is unsustainable if we are to continue hosting races.
We need to formulate a strategy, consult all Centurions in an email so that an informed
discussion can be held at the next AGM. A vote was held and the proposal agreed
unanimously.
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13. Elections – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary
The following have agreed to stand for re-election in the post shown:
President - Pam Ficken C934
Immediate Past President - Eric Horwill C390
Secretary - Sue Clements C950
Captain - Martin Fisher C788
Vice-Captain - Frans Leijtens C949.
Hon. Treasurer - Richard Cole C928
Social Strolls Secretary - Steve Kemp C1075
Committee - Carl Lawton C750, Dave Jones C987
Carl Lawton C750 proposed that the Officers and committee members listed above should be
voted en bloc. Seconded by Bob Dobson C786. All voted in Favour.
Merchandise Officer
Chris Flint C849 kindly agreed to continue on a temporary basis. The meeting expressed thanks
and appreciation for the time he has already given to this despite withdrawing from the
Committee at the January 2019 AGM.
Assistant Secretary
Carl Lawton C750 was willing to be nominated as Assistant Secretary. Seconded by Eric Horwill
C390. All voted in Favour.
Archivist – Sue Clements C950 decided to step back from this role for the forthcoming year so
she can focus on organising the Colchester 100 miles. During this period she will continue to
monitor emails and harvest articles of interest for the archive. It was suggested that Sandra
Brown C735 be asked if she would be prepared to cover.
Two committee members have withdrawn from the committee.
Ann Sayer C599 decided to step down for personal reasons. All present expressed their thanks
and gratitude for the many years she dedicated to working on the committee and hoped she
made a steady recovery after her recent surgery and change of living arrangements.
Sean Pender C1067 has also withdrawn for personal reasons. He was thanked for his
contribution and best wishes for the future expressed.
The Chairman made an appeal for new Committee members and explained that offers to help
with specific tasks over an agreed time frame would also be welcomed.
13 Presentation of Trophies
Martin Fisher, Captain C788 reported on the trophies awarded at the Isle of Man Castletown
100 miles.
This prompted an enquiry from Chris Flint C849 about whether or not the criteria for awarding
the Sunday Dispatch Trophy open team trophy should be amended to allow it to be presented
to a mixed team (instead of men only). Pam Ficken C934 responded that the Committee had
decided there would be no change to the criteria because the RWA now had a trophy for the
ladies i.e. it would continue to be awarded to the winning team of men.
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14 Archivist’s report
Sue Clements C950 will collect all ‘final’ Committee papers for 2019 and send them to the
archive at Surrey History Centre.
15 Constitution
Eric Horwill C390 thanked Ian Richards C1064 and Chris Flint C849 for refining the text of Eric’s
original draft. Copies of the draft were available at the AGM and will be circulated to all
Centurions who have email. Comments should be directed to either Eric, Chris or Sue Clements
(Hon. Secretary) for presentation to the next AGM.
Eric Horwill C390 advised that it had recently come to his attention that some athletes are
taking performance-enhancing drugs and the need to have BMAF back-up should the need for
advice and support be needed.
16 Social Walks in 2020 – Steve Kemp C1075
Steve Kemp C1075 reported that the social walk from Cambridge to Granchester held in March
was a successful and enjoyable day out. The 6 mile route included crossing the delightful
Granchester Meadows with views of the River Cam and a well-earnt cream tea at the Orchard
Tea Rooms.
The next walk on Saturday 7th March 2020 will be around the remains of London’s Wall, take in
other points of interest and offer the option of taking refreshments at a cafe near the finish.
Steve was thanked for the thought and time he puts into the social walks. They provide a great
opportunity to socialise with Centurions, friends and family and Steve is interested in others
letting him know about other suitable routes.
17 Date of next AGM
The next AGM will be held on Saturday 23rd January 2021 in the north of England. Venue to be
decided.
The President closed the meeting at 16:10pm, thanked all those present and wished them a safe
journey home.
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