CENTURIONS 1911
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 23rd January 2021 at 1:00pm
Meeting held online using “Zoom“
Attendees may ‘log on’ between 12:30 – 12:55pm

AGENDA
1.

Welcome by President - Pam Ficken C934

2.

In Remembrance of Centurions:
 Brian Howarth C 330 (2013)
 Doug Hopkins C 347
 Ray Manning C 415
 David Jones C458
 Brian Saunders C 468
 Ann Sayer MBE C 599







George Beecham MBE C 716
John Dunsford C 734
Keith Wilson C 865
Brian Ashwell C 926 (2019)
Peter "Pete" Ryan C 984

3.

News of Centurions

4.

Apologies for absence

5.

Minutes of previous AGM held 25th January 2020 (copies provided prior to meeting)

6.

Matters arising (not already Agenda items)

7.

Hon. Secretary’s report – Sue Clements C950 (copies provided prior to meeting)

8.

Hon. Treasurer’s report (incorporating Merchandise accounts) – Richard Cole C928

9.

Captain’s report – Martin Fisher C788

10. Centurions Website report – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary
11. New Centurions – Pam Ficken C934
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12. Proposals
Constitution
It is proposed by Eric Horwill C390, and seconded by Chris Flint C849 “that this AGM
agrees to accept a written Centurions’ Constitution to be binding on all existing and
future Centurions as defined therein'. A copy of the draft Constitution accompanies this
newsletter for reference.
13. Elections – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary
The following have agreed to stand for re-election in the post shown:
President
Immediate Past President
Secretary
Captain
Vice Captain
Treasurer
Social Walks
Merchandise Officer
Archivist
Committee
Committee

Pam Ficken
Eric Horwill
Sue Clements
Martin Fisher
Frans Lejtens
Richard Cole
Steve Kemp
Chris Flint
Sue Clements
Carl Lawton
Dave Jones

C934
C 390
C950
C788
C949
C928
C1075
C849
C950
C750
C987

All Officers and Committee members are willing to stand for re-election.
Nominations
The following have been nominated as committee members:
Ian Richards C1064. Proposed by Eric Horwill C390, seconded by Sandra Brown C735.
Richard McChesney C1131. Proposed by Chris Flint C849, seconded by Richard
Brown C760.
14. Archivist’s report – Sue Clements C950
15. Social Walks in 2021 – Steve Kemp C1075
16. Date of next AGM
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CENTURIONS 1911
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Saturday 23rd January 2021 at 1:00pm
Meeting held online using “Zoom“

MINUTES
Present:
Ken Livermore C386
Eric Horwill C399
Dave Ainsworth C540
Sandra Brown C735
Carl Lawton C760
Richard Brown C760
Steve Till C769
Bob Dobson C786
Martin Fisher C788
Chris Flint C849
Alex Ross C854

Ron Wallwork C893
Richard Cole C928
Kathy Crilley C933
Pam Ficken C934
Sue Clements C950
Dave Jones C987
Wendy Watson C1000
Steve Kemp C1027
Ian Richards C1064
Joyce Crawford C1183
Richard McChesney C1131

Apologies:
John Eddershaw C299
Jim Skidmore C367
John Lees C488
Ed Shillabeer C590

Tony Collins C688
Jill Green C 898
Bill Sutherland C890
Micky Sutton C1078

1.

Welcome by President
Pam Ficken C934 warmly welcomed everyone to the online meeting.

2.

In Remembrance
The President started the proceedings by reading out the list of those who had died
during the past 12 months, as follows:
Doug Hopkins C347 was a member of the London Vidarians when he completed 100
miles in 22.24.10 in the 1963 Brighton to London and Back race. Doug later joined
Medway AC. After he hung up his racing shoes Doug put much back into our sport by
qualifying as a
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Judge, accepting many appointments and supporting Kent County AA fixtures for
decades.
Ray Manning C415, a member of Wakefield Harriers, qualified in the 1968 Leicester to
Skegness race in the creditable time of 19:56:20.
Brian Saunders C468 – qualified at the 1971 Ewhurst 100 in 20.02.13. Although he
came in 3rd Rouen and qualified him for Paris to Colmar he declined.
Ann Sayer C599 contributed to walking as an active walker (on and off road), as a
respected member of various committees over many years, and had many
achievements to her credit. She qualified in the 1977 Bristol 100 in the impressive time
of 20.37.14 and was our first lady Centurion. Ann will be remembered as a pioneer
and trailblazer; her achievementscontributed to overcoming the prejudice of women
competing in ultra distance race walking events and inspired many ladies to follow in
her footsteps.
Edwin Grocock C695 qualified in 20.42.51 in the 1980 Leicester 100 (Congerstone). He
was a member of Sheffield United W.C. for many years, attended Masters events and
continued to train 2 – 3 times a week in his later years.
George Beecham C716 qualified at the 1981 Brighton and Hove A.C. 24 hour track race
in 22.45.12. He was proud to be a race walker and member of Belgrave Harriers. In
addition to racing George one of the founder members of the Castle Point Athletic Club.
He was awarded an MBE for his fundraising activities for his charity work within the
community on Canvey. He was also a great supporter of the Nijmegen Marches and
earned his Gold medal.
John Dunsford C734 qualified in 22.12.40 in the 1982 Leicestershire 10 (Congerstone).
He was a staunch member of Belgrave Harriers, competing and scoring in many
Belgrave teams over all distances. He competed in many of the prestigious long
distance events including Hastings, London to Brightons, Plymouth to Dawlish and many
National Championships.
Keith Wilson C865 was a member of the LDWA when he qualified at the 1989 Hendon
in 23.47.00. Keith was a Walk Leader, often leading walks around the Romford area of
Essex.
Brian Ashwell C926 qualified in 20.31.54 at the hilly Leicester 100 (Hungarton) course in
1994. Brian was remembered as a good athlete.
Peter Ryan C984 qualified while a member of City of Sheffield AC at the 2003
Newmarket ‘Rowley Mile’ course 100 miles in 19:57.35. The memorable image of him
completing his last few laps to complete 100 miles at and win the race will go down in
history. In later years he joined Ilford AC. When Pete stoped race walking he took part
in running and Park Runs. When he retired he got great pleasure from travelling all
over the country.
Following these short eulogies a 1 minute silence was observed in remembrance of the
Centurions listed above.
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3.

News of Centurions
Frans Leijtens C949 sent the following message: “The Centurion Vereniging Nederland
will continue and if there is a 100 miles event in the UK this year, we will try to be there
in large numbers and we will organize a meeting somewhere in November.
Will you please convey our best wishes for the health and safety of all Centurions and of
you, our UK friends, in particular? Despite being divided by Brexit, we will remain your
loyal friends, sisters and brothers”.
John Eddershaw C299 sent his best wishes to the meeting.
Jack Thomas C606 and his wife were reported to be keeping well.

4.

Apologies for absence
The Hon. Secretary had listed the names of Centurions unable to attend.

5.

Minutes of previous AGM
The Minutes were accepted as a true and it was proposed by Chris Flint C849 and Eric
Horwill C390 that they be signed by the President. Agreed.

6.

Matters arising
Chris Flint C849 expressed concern that so few had sent their apologies. In future the
AGM Notification would state that those unable to attend should, as a matter of
courtesy, inform the Hon. Secretary.
Chris Flint C849 queried Item 13, Presentation of trophies which states that the Race
Walking Association (RWA) now has a trophy for the ladies’ team, asking if this was in
place now or something in progress. Pam Ficken C934 explained that she has the
trophy and the Centurions have it in perpetuity. Sue Clements C950 asked who had
ownership of the trophy and Pam replied that it we are not holding it on the behalf of
the RWA, it belongs to the Centurion.

7.

Hon Secretary report
Sue Clements C950 summarised her report.



Although Covid-19 restrictions lead to the cancellation of the Colchester 100 miles
the Committee continued to administer Centurion affairs
Actions recorded at the previous AGM had been acted upon:
 the Constitution had been revised and the draft would be presented later for
discussion
 the Covid-19 vaccination programme meant that holding a race this year was a
possibility, and the athletic track at Southend had been booked provisionally
 the receipt of two legacies had given our finances an unexpected and welcome
boost

Page 5 of 12



She thanked the Treasurer for keeping detailed financial records, Alex Ross C854 for
auditing them and all members of the Committee for their help and support
throughout the year.
Acceptance of the Secretary’s report was proposed by Martin Fisher C788 and
seconded by Alex Ross C854, and agreed with thanks.

8. Treasurer’s report
Richard Cole C928 presented the financial summary for the year ending 31 st
December 2020 which had been audited by Alex Ross C854.
He commented that whilst legacies were welcome we need to secure a steady
income stream.
Steve Kemp C1075 queried the cost of sending Christmas newsletters by post. Dave
Ainsworth C540 observed that Centurions are ‘members’ for life and are entitled to
receive a copy by post or email. He went on to congratulate and thank Carl for his
work on researching email addresses
Richard Cole C928 thanked Chris Flint C849 for managing the merchandise sales and
stocks.
Wendy Watson C1000 commented that the final copies should refer to “Christmas”,
not “Xmas”.
Ian Richards C1064 asked if legacies were restricted. This enquiry related to a
specific legacy and the Treasurer explained that all legacies and donations to date
have been given without any caveats or restrictions to use.
Richard was thanked for his careful stewardship of the finances over the past year.
Chris Flint C849 proposed and seconded by Richard Brown C760 that the accounts
be accepted, and all agreed.
Chris Flint C849 advised that a Centurion’s number can be added to merchandise to
make it more individual. Merchandise is a valuable source of income so a marketing
spree was suggested. Wendy Watson C100 suggested that marketing the neck
warmers as “face coverings” may attract more sales.
9. Captain’s report
Martin Fisher C788 summarised his report.
Although it had been a difficult year for all many Centurions had taken part in
virtual races. He had been talking to Centurions and athletes about the challenges of
the track walk. Martin was willing to remain Captain for one more year.
Dave Jones C987 proposed we accept the Captain’s report and agree he remains in
post a further year. Seconded by Ron Wallwork C893 and agreed by all with thanks.
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10. Centurion website report
Sue Clements C950 summarised her report.
The website was launched on 11th December 2020 thus reinstating this important
communication channel with existing and aspiring Centurions, the wider athletic
community and others. The scope and content will continue to evolve, the aim being
to reflect the future direction of the Centurions.
Kathy Crilley C933 advised she transferred the domain in December 2019 which was
earlier than Sue understood it to be. The earlier date was duly noted. Chris Flint
C849 and Eric Horwill C390 expressed thanks and appreciation to Kathy for the work
she had done on the website.
Richard McChesney C1131 thanked Kathy for all the work she had done on the
website previously. He mentioned he had some website experience and would be
willing to help. Martin Fisher C788 expressed thanks for his offer.
Chris Flint C849 highlighted the need for the website to emphasise Centurion
activities and interests, and make an impact on ultra-distance race-walking in
particular. The Centurions are a worldwide brand and we should emphasise this as
much as possible.
Sandra Brown C735 identified that social media was not on the agenda and
suggested using all channels available. There was concern about the nature of posts
on the Centurions1911 Facebook page. Sue pointed out that it was not a corporate
page. There was then a discussion about developing and including a social media
plan Committee discussions about the future.
Ian Richards C1064 commented that youngsters will not use the channels that
‘oldies’ use. Most Facebook users only see it in one dimension and he suggested we
look at it in a different way. He gave the example of using a Facebook room to
enable people to come together and talk about racewalking, or using it to replicate
club night.
11. New Centurions
As no race was held in 2020 there were no new Centurions.
12. Proposals
The Hon. Secretary said one proposal had been received other than nominations for
posts on the committee dealt with under elections.
It was proposed by Eric Horwill C390, and seconded by Chris Flint C849 “that this
AGM agrees to accept a written Centurions’ Constitution to be binding on all existing
and future Centurions as defined therein'. A copy of the draft Constitution
accompanies this newsletter for reference”.
Eric explained that ” the aim is to make us a full part of the Athletics Family. We are
probably the only affiliate that has not got a proper constitution before today. In
dealing with this draft, we anticipate that there may be a need for
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minor adjustments in the future, This is covered under item 7(f) so that alterations
can be made at any AGM or EGM. This project has taken a considerable amount of
time coming to fruition and I must thank Chris Flint C849 and Ian Richards C1064 for
their expertise and time in helping to bring this to a successful conclusion”.
Carl Lawton C750 asked when it would become effective if the proposal was passed.
Richard Brown C760 proposed the new Constitution would come into effect at the
end of the meeting. Eric Horwill C390 supported the suggestion,and all agreed.
Chris Flint C849 expressed his supports for Eric’s presentation and said the
Constitution been through a rigorous review over 2 years to produce the draft. The
resulting document placed Centurions in the right position with other clubs and
recognised we are no longer a Society or Brotherhood but are actually a club
affiliated to England Athletics.
Richard Brown C760 extended his thanks to all those involved and asked why the
new post of “Chair” had been included in the list of Officers (4ii) . Eric Horwill C390
explained that the lowest Centurion present (at an AGM) may not want to Chair the
meeting, and they will be unaware of agenda or issues prior to meeting. A
nominated Chair has the opportunity to plan in advance for the AGM and Committee
meetings. It may be desirable to put a limit on the Chair’s tenure and this will be
discussed further by the Committee. Carl Lawton C750 mentioned the President may
also act as Chair.
Richard Brown C760 also noted that the term ‘examiner’ under Section 5 did not link
with Section 9. Eric Horwill and Chris Flint agreed to review this in order to ensure
consistency.
Acceptance was proposed by Eric Horwill C390 and seconded by Chris Flint C849. All
agreed, with thanks.
13. Elections
The existing Officers and Committee members were all willing to stand again.
Alex Ross C854 proposed and Ron Wallwork C893 seconded that they be voted en
bloc. All agreed, with thanks.
Nominations
The following were elected to the Committee:
Ian Richards C1064: proposed by Eric Horwill C390, seconded by Sandra Brown
C735.
Richard McChesney C1131: proposed by Chris Flint C849, seconded by Richard
Brown C760
14. Archivist’s report
Sue Clements C950 summarised her report.
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Papers destined for archiving at the Surrey History Centre in Woking have been
catalogued and packaged ready for despatch. The current restrictions due to Covid19 have led to the temporary closure of the Centre and when they are able to
reopen minimal staff will be available. Consequently the next deposit will be
delayed until are confident they will be dealt with promptly.
Sue expressed thanks and appreciation to Chris Flint C849 and Carl Lawton C750 for
their help with sorting the extensive collection of Centurion papers Ann Sayer C599
left to the Centurions.
Collaborating with Gerrit de Jong C456 to ensure our data correlates continued
throughout the year. Sue thanked him for meticulously maintaining detailed records
and help checking data. A summary of amendments to the Centurion Handbook
since it was published in 2011 has been produced and will be available on the
website in due course.
15. Social walks in 2021
Steve Kemp C1075 gave an account of the Roman Wall social walk held just before
the lockdown in March 2019. The route explored sites of old London gates and there
were some good information boards. It is hoped that Chris Flint’s suggestion for a
walk from Dover to Folkestone taking in wartime history will be possible in the
Spring.
Steve Kemp thanked all those who have organised and led social walks and reminded
everybody that he would welcome ideas.
16. Date of next AGM: 22nd Jan 2022 at Leeds
Richard McChesney C1131 suggested that, for the next AGM, as well as holding a
physical meeting (Covid-19 permitting) we also enable members who are unable to
travel to join remotely via Zoom or similar.
Eric Horwill C390 expressed thanks to Pam Ficken C934 for chairing the meeting
under challenging circumstances.
The President closed the meeting at 15:30pm, thanked everybody for attending and
hoped that all Centurions and their families stayed safe in the coming months.
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The Centurions Annual General Meeting – Saturday 23rd January 2021
Hon. Secretary’s Report
As time passes I am aware that each year adds to the Centurions’ history. 2020 was no
exception although this time it earnt its place in history because the Covid-19 restrictions
necessitated cancelling the Colchester 100 miles.
Despite this the Committee continued to administer our affairs, holding meetings 4 times
online instead of face-to-face and actions from last year’s AGM have been implemented.
Eric Horwill C390 and Chris Flint C849 in consultation with Ian Richards C 1064 revised our
Constitution and produced a draft for consideration by this meeting.
The website was reinstated in December and the Committee are actively considering its
scope and management in conjunction with the future direction of the Centurions.
We considered what the future holds and now the prospect of a Covid-19 vaccine is
becoming a reality plans for a track race at Southend are being progressed. We also
received an unexpected and most welcome boost to our finances in the form of legacies
generously given by Colin Young C317 and Ann Sayer M.B.E. C599. However, we must not
be complacent, and for the long term we need to identify how to generate a steady, reliable
income stream.
A full financial report will be presented later in the meeting and I extend thanks to Richard
Cole for maintaining detailed accounts and Alex Ross for auditing them prior to the AGM.
I also wish to record my thanks to the President Pam Ficken, and to the Officers and
Committee who have given their time, advice and encouragement throughout the year to
conduct Centurion affairs. We have a busy year ahead as we organise the annual qualifier
miles and plan for the future.
I wish the Centurions success in all their endeavours during 2021 and beyond,
Sue Clements C950
Hon. Secretary
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Captains Report AGM
February 2021

Centurions we are all too well aware of the difficult year that sport has had and it is with
sadness to relate the passing of 11 Centurions not withstanding this it is with little doubt
that all of us have worry for our friends and family.
Usually we have much to report on the racing front but with Government restrictions the
opportunity to race and train together has been few and far between being mainly
restricted to virtual races and the recent Cecil Gittins promotion, the cancelation of our
event was a blow to those who had put much hard work in training. Over this year in place
of promoting our race at other race walking and endurance events much time has been
spent on phone and zoom calls encouraging those athletes who were disappointed last year
and to others new to the 100 mile race to take on the challenges of a track 100 mile race
which we hope to organise in August at Southend, its encouraging to relate that our event is
held in high regard with athletes were we have had that chance to promote the race and
our history, we will continue to do so and remind the AGM that volunteers are a major part
of any race, recent archive material received for the 1949 track race in Bradford over 100
volunteers and judges were present 40 of which were lap recorders.
I am indebted to the committee for their support particularly our President and the Hon
Secretary for her work done with the web site giving us a platform to promote
Centurions1911 in conversation with prospective entrants we have an important point of
contact for them and I would urge all to use the contact form to keep in touch and to
promote us were you can.
Despite the difficulties of last year we can look forward with optimism that Government
restrictions allowing we are well placed to promote and to attract entrants to one of the
great sporting challenges, I am sure that those not joining me on the start line will assist in
whatever way they can.
Martin Fisher C788
Captain
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The Centurions Annual General Meeting – Saturday 23rd January 2021
Archivist’s Report
The role of archivist embraces gathering papers for archiving at the Surrey History Centre
and maintaining records that ensure the source data for the Centurion Handbook is kept up
to date.

Work on both these tasks continued throughout the year and a bundle of papers composed
of news cuttings and committee papers for 2020 are ready for dispatch to the Surrey History
Centre.

Gerrit de Jong C456 continues to be an invaluable source of information and I am very
grateful for his help with ensuring our records relating to the Centurion Handbook are kept
up to date. Gerrit is always willing to give advice and shares his records with me freely,
which enables me to confident our records agree.

For example, since the Centurion Handbook was published it has been necessary to
maintain a list amendments to ensure data is current. Updates such as those who have
passed away, minor spelling errors, and the tally of completions per Centurion may have
changed.

The website will reflect the future direction of the Centurions and making records such as
these available on the website and therefore available more widely will strengthen our
position as The Centurions.

Sue Clements C950
Archivist
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