The Centurions Annual General Meeting – Saturday 22nd January 2022
Hon. Secretary’s Report

Since March 2020 when the country went into lockdown in order to manage the spread of
Covid-19, vaccines have become available and we have gradually become accustomed to
adapting our behaviour to minimise the likelihood of exposure. This enabled us to
confidently progress plans to hold a track race at Southend in Essex so that if Covid-19 were
still circulating, the race could proceed subject to adhering to the Race Walking Association
Covid-19 guidelines. However it was not to be. The passing of John Brock, former longstanding Hon. Secretary at Southend A.C. who played a key role in the 2014 race at Garons
Track, meant that in early summer the club were no longer in a position to commit to cohosting the race, but they emphasised how much they enjoyed the race held there in 2014
and would like us to return. We expressed our thanks and gratitude to them for offering the
opportunity to hold a future track race at Southend and said we would keep in touch.

Thanks are due to the Captain Martin Fisher C788 and Dave Jones C987 for identifying a new
venue in the north for the 2022 100 miles. It will be held on the cycle track at
Middlesbrough Sports Village and plans are progressing well. The track has a good surface
and the gently undulating lap of just under 1 km has the potential to provide a good
opportunity for existing and aspiring Centurions. The leisure centre offers changing facilities
and refreshments will be available from the cafe. Further details will be available on the
website in due course.

As a result of completing the updated address list (postal and email) we are now able to
keep in touch with more Centurions than before. I am grateful to Carl Lawton C750 and
Dave Ainsworth C540 for their help with what turned out to be a prolonged task. To play
your part, please let the Hon. Secretary know if your contact details change so we can keep
in touch.
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A full financial report will be presented later in the meeting and I extend thanks to Richard
Cole for maintaining detailed accounts and Alex Ross for auditing them prior to the AGM.

I wish to record my thanks to the President Pam Ficken, and to the Officers and Committee
who have given their time, advice and encouragement throughout the year to conduct
Centurion affairs. The committee found holding meetings online convenient and helped us
progress discussions efficiently particularly those relating to the next 100 miles. Making all
the necessary arrangements will keep us busy so offers to help with the planning or on the
day will be welcome. We also welcome your ideas and suggestions so please get in touch.

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to serve you as Hon. Secretary for the previous three
years. Although I would very much like to continue I have decided that cannot commit the
time in the foreseeable future so I am standing down at this AGM.

I wish the Centurions success in all their endeavours during 2022 and beyond.

Sue Clements C950
Hon. Secretary
---- end
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