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CENTURIONS 1911   

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Saturday 22nd January 2022 at 1:00pm  
 

Meeting held online using “Zoom“ 
Attendees may ‘log on’ between 12:30 – 12:55pm 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome by President - Pam Ficken C934 
 

2. In Remembrance of Centurions: 
 

 C214   John M. Price 

 C266   Freddie Baker  

 C382   John Barraclough  

 C427   Hans Leendertse  

 C458   David Jones  

 C466   Derek Harrison 

 C471   Peter Goodchild  

 C595   DA Wissekerke 

 C605   Graham Peddie MBE 

 C614   Martyn Greaves   

 C660   HWC Okkes  

 C808   Pia Rijploeg-Eisema   

 C888   Derek Appleton  

 C932   T. Damen 

 C939   Ray Platt   

 
3. News of Centurions 

 
4. Apologies for absence 

 
5. Minutes of previous AGM held 23rd January 2021  (copies provided prior to meeting) 
 
6. Matters arising (not already Agenda items) 

 
7. Hon. Secretary’s report – Sue Clements C950 (copies provided prior to meeting) 
 
8. Hon. Treasurer’s report (incorporating Merchandise accounts) – Richard Cole C928 
 
9. Captain’s report – Martin Fisher C788 
         
10. Centurions Website report – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary 

 
11. New Centurions – Pam Ficken C934 

 
12. Constitution  
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13. Proposals 

 
Constitution 
It is proposed by Eric Horwill C390, and seconded by Carl Lawton C750  that the 
Merchandise Officer is added to the list of list of Officers.  A copy of the Constitution 
accompanies this agenda for reference.  

 
14. Elections – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary 

 
The following have agreed to stand for re-election in the post shown: 

 
President    Pam Ficken  C934  
Immediate Past President Eric Horwill  C 390 
Captain    Martin Fisher  C788 
Vice Captain   Frans Lejtens  C949 
Treasurer    Richard Cole  C928 
Social Walks   Steve Kemp C1075 
Merchandise Officer  Chris Flint  C849 
Archivist    Sue Clements C950 
Committee   Carl Lawton  C750  
Committee   Dave Jones  C987 
Committee   Ian Richards C1064 
Committee   Richard McChesney C1131 
 
 
The positions of Hon. Secretary and Assistant are vacant. 

Nominations 
The following have been nominated for the following post: 
 

 Hon. Secretary – Chris Flint C 849.   
Proposed by Pam Ficken C934 and seconded by Carl Lawton C750 

        
15. Archivist’s report – Sue Clements C950 

 
16. Social Walks in 2021 – Steve Kemp C1075 

 
17. Date of next AGM 
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CENTURIONS 1911   

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Saturday 22nd January 2022 at 1:00pm  
 

Meeting held online using “Zoom“ 
 

MINUTES 
 

Attended by:  
 

C386 Ken Livermore 
C390 Eric Horwill 
C517 Jack Rose  
C540 Dave Ainsworth 
C705 Richard Brown 
C735 Sandra Brown 
C750 Carl Lawton 
C768 Steve Till 
C786 Bob Dobson 
C788 Martin Fisher 
C849 Chris Flint 
C854 Alex Ross 

C893 Ron Wallwork 
C928 Richard Cole 
C934 Pam Ficken 
C949 Frans Leijtens 
C950 Sue Clements 
C987 Dave Jones 
C998 Dave Evans 
C1064 Ian Richards 
C1075 Steve Kemp 
C1131 Richard McChesney 
C 1167 Colin Vesty  
C1183 Joyce Crawford 

 
 

1. Welcome by President – Pam Ficken C934 
 

The President opened the meeting at 1306 by welcoming everybody and thanking Frans Leijtens C949 for 
joining us from the Netherlands. Pam expressed her sadness over how many Centurions has passed away 
during the year.  Ken Livermore C386 declined Pam’s invitation to chair the meeting.  

 
2. In Remembrance of Centurions: 

 

 C214   John M. Price (Birmingham Walking Club) 
John qualified in the 103½ mile 1953 Birmingham to London. He completed 100 miles in 22.14.12, and 
the total distance in 23.10.27. 

 

 C266   Freddie Baker (Highgate Harriers) 
  Sheffield to Harrogate and Back 1956 22.30.13 

Known to walking colleagues as ‘Fred’, it was not until three Centurions - Chris Flint C849, Dave 
Ainsworth 540 and Ian Statter C968 – and other walking friends attended his funeral that they learnt 
he was always known as ‘Perry’. Fred completed 19 UK sub-24 hours' 100 miles races in total. He 
served as the Centurions' Honorary Secretary from 1986 to 1995, a position he held with distinction, 
and in 1982 was elected as a Vice-President.  
 
 
 
 
 



Draft Rev 1.0  27.01.2022  C950 

 

Page 4 of 9 

 

 C382   John Barraclough (Yorkshire Walking Club) 
Leicester to Skegness 1966 20.22.22 

 

 C427   Hans Leendertse (R.W.V. (Holland) 
Leicester to Skegness 1968 23.43.00 
Frans Leijtens C949 reported that Hans was a close personal friend of Piet Jansens C389 and well-
known as the Chairman of the Dutch Centurions for many years. He will be remembered for his 
contribution to Dutch Centurions.  

 

 C458   David Jones (Unattached) 
Leicester to Skegness 1970 23.03.25 
After Dave qualified as a Centurion he joined Leicester Walking Club and went on to complete six 
more 100 mile races.  

 

 C466   Derek Harrison  (Boundary Harriers/Isle of Man) 
Ewhurst 100 1971  19.34.35 
Derek won the 85 mile Parish Walk a number of times and will be remembered as one of the Isle of 
Man ‘greats’ and a big name in race walking. His Centurion times were always good; he completed 5 
in total achieving his best time of 17:15:50 in the 1976 Leicester to Skegness. 
 

Richard Cole C928 added that he did not know Derek personally but was aware of his achievements 
for the past 30 to 40 years.  In the 1976 24 hour race at Wood Green Derek walked over 131 miles 
then two years later at Rouen, France, he walked 136.43 miles setting a new World record, both 
tremendous achievements for a Centurion.  
 

 C471   Peter Goodchild (Surrey Walking Club) 
Ewhurst 100 1971  20.19.37 
Pam Ficken recalled that Peter took part in many long distance and 50K teams for Surrey Walking Club 
throughout the 1970s.  

 

 C595   DA Wissekerke (R.W.V. Holland) 
Leicester to Skegness 1976 23.06.54 
Frans Leijtens C949 reported that not much was known about this Centurion and there were no 
photos of him.  After the gentleman’s daughter advised the Centurion Vereniging Nederland (C.V.N.) 
Secretary  of his demise Frans made further enquiries but made no progress.  
 

 C605   Graham Peddie MBE (Surrey Walking Club) 
Bristol 100 miles 1977 21.56.47 
Sandra Brown C735 recalled that Graham not only took part in ultra-distance runs & walks, he 
dedicated an enormous part of his life providing support for the community & homeless. He was 
warden of Tanners Hatch Youth Hostel for many years and during his time there gave children their 
first experience of the outside world. He was awarded the M.B.E in 2002 for his charitable work. 
 

 C614   Martyn Greaves  (Long Distance Walkers’ Association) 
Bristol 100 miles 1977 22.36.02 
Martin was an active member of the LDWA, ultra-distance running and Park Run scene. He completed 
14 LDWA 100 mile and was regarded as a stalwart member of the LDWA.  He was a pillar of the West 
Chiltington community, taking part in worldwide and local running events, always cheerful, offering 
encouragement and support to fellow participants. In later years he was an enthusiastic participant 
and supporter of the local 5K Park Run. 

  

 C660   HWC Okkes (LAT Holland) 
Ewhurst 100 miles 1979 21.52.56 
Huub was well-known for completing 5 GB Centurions.  He accomplished his best time of 20:48:04 in 
his fifth and final race at Ewhurst in 1987, and completed the Nijmegen 4Daagse more than 60 times. 

 
 

http://www.centurionverenigingnederland.nl/photo38.html
http://www.centurionverenigingnederland.nl/photo38.html
http://www.centurionverenigingnederland.nl/photo38.html
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 C808   Pia Rijploeg-Eisema (R.W.V. Holland) 
From the south of the Netherlands, it was Pia who encouraged the young Frans Leijtens C949 to take 
up walking. Such was her enthusiasm for walking her daughter Corina Riezebos-Rijploeg C1203, son-
in-law Gerrit and all her family joined the R.W.V.  Sandra Brown C735 recalled Pia meeting walkers on 
the annual 160km Nijmegen to Rotterdam walk, encouraging them through with friendly words.  

 

 C888   Derek Appleton (Folkestone A.C.) 
Ewhurst 100 miles 1991  23.37.26 
Richard Browm C705 described how Derek  provided great support when Richard did    
the Lands End to John O’Groats (LeJoG). He was a loyal supporter to Don Thompson C631, 50K 
medallist in the 1960 Rome Olympics.  Dave Ainsworth C540 recalled that Derek made the front cover 
of the Race Walking Record in 1999 when he won the Race Walking Association (R.W.A.) trophy for 
long distance walker of the year which was awarded annually to the walker who covered the most 
miles in a series of 8 long distance Open races. 

 

 C932   T. Damen (Attila, Holland) 
Battersea Park 100 miles 1995 22.59.59 
Frans Leijtens informed the meeting this Centurion was known as a funny, agreeable gentleman who 
was always making jokes and having a laugh. His career in long distance race walking was brief.  He 
completed one GB Centurion and Roubaix in the same year. 

 

 C939   Ray Platt (Southend A.C.) 
Battersea Park 100 miles 1995 23.33.41 
Ray, better known as a runner, was lured into race walking by his colleagues at  
Southend A.C.  Completing two GB Centurions made quite an impression and provided inspiration for 
his poems. Originally a market trader, he had his own window cleaning business in later years. 
Unfortunately a fall from his ladder led to his a period of ill health and eventual demise.  
 

3. News of Centurions 

 

John Eddershaw C299 sent his best wishes to the meeting in lieu of attending, the first time he would 
not be able to attend but he has every hope of attending the 100 miles in August. 

 

Jack Thomas C606 also sent his best wishes. He has fallen over a few time but is otherwise fine. 
 

D. Harris C494 (Dudley & Stourbridge) was admitted to hospital after suffering a stroke and is now in a 
care home. 
 

Following these short eulogies a one minute silence was observed in remembrance of the Centurions 
listed above. 

 

4. Apologies for absence  
 

C299 John Eddershaw 
C363 J Martin Cartwright 
C590 Ed Shillabeer 
C617 David Breen 
C743 Mark Pickard 
C794 Phil Carroll 
C860 Peter Addison 

C890 Bill Sutherland B.E.M.  
C902 Chris Berwick 
C944 Jaap Visser 
C986 Cath Duhig 
C998 Dave Evans 
C1064 Ian Richards 

 

5. Minutes of previous AGM held 23rd January 2021  (copies provided prior to meeting) 
 

The Minutes were accepted as a true record and it was proposed by Richard Brown C705 and  
Seconded by Alex Ross C854 they be signed by the President. All those present agreed.   
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6. Matters arising (not already Agenda items)   
Sue Clements C950 reported she had received a suggestion relating to the Constitution to change the 
Item 5 heading ‘Examiner’ to ‘Financial Examiner’ and move it to Section 9 Finance.  All agreed. 

 
7. Hon. Secretary’s report – Sue Clements C950 (copies provided prior to meeting) 

Sue began her report by saying how much she had enjoyed her three years as Hon. Secretary and 
regretted that stepping down was regrettable but unavoidable. Sue expressed her willingness to 
continue helping organise Middlesbrough but emphasised that if she had to step back with short 
notice she hoped Dave and Martin would take over. She then expressed her thanks and appreciation 
to the committee and others who had provided support and advice throughout her term of office. 
Pam thanked Sue for organising all the meetings the past three years and all she had done. 
 
Dave Ainsworth C540 add one short word to the Hon. Secretary’s report; he thanked Sue and Carl 
Lawton C750 who, between them, spent a lot of time trying to reconnect Centurions we had lost 
contact with and expressed dismay that Centurions do not inform the Hon. Secretary of a change of 
address.  

 
Acceptance of the Secretary’s report was proposed by Dave Jones C987 and Sandra Brown C735 and 
agreed with thanks. 

 
8. Hon. Treasurer’s report – Richard Cole C928 (copy provided prior to meeting) 

 

Richard Cole C928 presented the financial summary for the year ending 31
st

 October 2021 which Alex 
Ross C854 audited. 
 

With no race the previous two years the accounts are fairly static with a large capital sum of around 
£17,500.00. 
 

Richard explained that under ‘Costs’ the £750.00 paid out for event support was to refund entries for 
the cancelled Colchester race. It was comprised of £750.00 walk entries and £30.00 charged by Entry 
Central for administration. 
 

Now that he end of the financial year has moved to the 31
st

 October it gives the Treasurer more time 
to prepare the accounts and get them audited prior to the AGM. 
 

Richard Brown offered his thanks to Richard Cole and particularly Martin Fisher for arranging for the 
website to be constructed for the good price of £300.00. 
 

Steve Kemp commented that the accounts had been a dream since Richard Cole took over and 
wanted to acknowledge and thank him for doing a great job. All those present endorsed this. 
 
Chris Flint  thanked Alex Ross for auditing the accounts and signing them off. Alex echoed Steve 
Kemp’s  comment  that Richard Cole has made the accounts much easier to look after.  
 

Chris Flint C849 proposed and seconded by Carl Lawton C750  that the accounts be accepted, and all 
agreed.  

9. Captain’s report – Martin Fisher C788 
Martin summarised his report and highlighted the work the work and support the committee had 
given him throughout the year. In particular he thanked:  Dave Jones brought in new partners and 
assisted with preliminary plans for this year’s race in Middlesbrough; Pam Ficken who is really active 
and is also a good voice in the Race Walking Association (R.W.A.) as well; Sue Clements’ management 
of  Zoom meetings that require, at times, extra attention compared to face-to-face meetings to 
ensure they run smoothly; Chris Flint coming in and helping with the merchandise and looking after 
the trophies. Martin concluded his report by thanking all the committee.  
 

Martin continued by saying we cancelled our 2021 race in Southend quite early in the year.  He 
wanted the AGM to be aware it was not a unanimous decision to cancel.  Martin considers it to be his 
duty to ensure a race is held but unfortunately we were unable to do that last year.  On a more 
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positive note, this year we have the full support of the committee for Middlesbrough.  If there are a 
low number of entries the race will go ahead and we will bear the financial loss. The race does have a 
budget but we will bring resources in irrespective of the cost if necessary to run a truly international 
event. 
 

Martin then provided further background details about Middlesbrough.  We have a good team up 
there, Dave brought new people in, the chip timing provider is booked, it is a flat, fast course so it is a 
good opportunity for new walkers to try and qualify on. He urged everybody at the meeting to give as 
much support as they can. 
 

More recently he has shifted his focus slightly to more endurance races such as Endure 24 and LDWA 
events. He recognises that the LDWA may be where Centurions come from in the future. He assured 
the meeting that the integrity of our 100 miles will be maintained, it will always be a judged RWA 
race. 
 

The committee continue to consider looking at new ways to attract interest and participation.  
Richard Brown expressed his appreciation to Richard McChesney for the training walk he organised 
and intention to host more. They provide a valuable opportunity for walkers to test themselves and 
aspire to do the 100 miles.  Richard McChesney  added he was hoping to host another training walk in 
Richmond Park in April.  
        

Dave Jones commented that he did not think it would have been as easy to hold the event at the 
Middlesbrough Sports Village had it not been for the support of Middlesbrough Council and the whole 
of the Tees Valley. More than 2 years ago the sports administrator intimated that if we ever wanted 
to put an event on they would be very supportive. The cost to host the event at that venue would 
normally be £1,000.00 for the period we require and they have given us a generous 50% discount. If 
this year’s race at Middlesbrough is a success the venue may be suitable for a future race. Dave added 
it was desirable that adopting the Dutch model of having two venues and using them alternate years 
was worth pursuing. 
 

Sue Clements provided an update on entries. To date 13 walkers have entered Middlesbrough: 
Belgium (4), UK (4), Isle of Man (3) and Netherlands (2).  

 

Sandra Brown C735 and Dave Jones C987 seconded that the captain’s report be accepted. All agreed 
with thanks. 

 

10. Centurions Website Report – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary 
The website report was provided prior to the meeting.  
Sue explained she devoted a great deal of time going through C456 Gerrit de Jong’s meticulous 
records.  She expressed her thanks and appreciation to him for sharing them with her and spending 
time answering her numerous queries.  
 

As a result the following have been uploaded to the website: 4 summaries of individual’s results, the 
current Centurion Handbook insert, list of amendments to date and more race results.  
 

Two other reference sources made producing these records possible. The scanned copies of Race 
Walking Record on the RWA website were an invaluable resource and Ron Wallwork C893 gave Sue 
access to his extensive collection of Race Walking Records.  Sue expressed her thanks to everybody 
who helped her produce these documents. 
 

The immediate task now is to populate the website with informative, lively, engaging and attractive 
content, especially to publicise Middlesbrough. Submissions of photographs, personal accounts etc. 
will be welcomed. 

 

Sandra Brown thanked Sue for the work done and encouraged her to keep the Surrey History Centre 
(where our archives are stored) up to date by sending them copies to add to our archive. 

 

A vote of thanks was expressed by the meeting. 
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11. New Centurions – Pam Ficken C934 
Pam observed that sadly a second year had passed without a race so full effort will going into hosting 
this year’s race irrespective of entry numbers. Having 13 entries as early as January was encouraging.  

 
12. Constitution  

Eric recommended the Merchandise Officer should be added to the list of Officers shown in the 
Constitution under item 4b. He went on to explain what led to the omission from the 2021 revision.  
When composing the first draft he read other Constitutions in order to identify useful information. At 
the time he thought the merchandise officer was a position that would be elected by committee at a 
meeting. On reflection since then he recognised the merchandise officer was a more important post 
that should be included in the list of the officers. 

 
Proposal: Eric concluded by proposing the merchandise officer should be included in the list of post 
holders under 4b as (v).  All voted in favour. 
 
Eric observed that that the Covid pandemic the previous two years had been an exceptional 
circumstance so he was proposing the President and Captain should be invited to stand for one extra 
year. The additional year would provide the opportunity for each of them to fulfill their aims and  
objectives they each had for their terms of office.   
 
Proposal: “That the President and Captain stand one extra year”. Proposed by Eric Horwill C390 and 
seconded by Bob Dobson C786. All voted in favour. 
 

Sue reminded the meeting that changing the term ‘Examiner’ under (3) to ‘Financial Examiner’ and 
moving it to Item 9 ‘Finance’ was raised and agreed earlier under Matters arising (6). 

 

Richard Brown expressed his thanks for all the work that had gone into updating the Constitution, all 
the discussions had been well –reflected in the revision. The update provided a real step forward in 
clarifying our roles and how we operate. 
 

Proposal: Richard Brown C750 proposed, and Sandra Brown C735 seconded “That the revised 
Constitution be accepted”.  All voted in favour. 

 

13. Proposals 
Covered under the previous heading. 

 

14. Elections – Sue Clements C950, Hon. Secretary 

 

The existing Officers and Committee members were all willing to stand again. 
 

President   Pam Ficken  C934  
Immediate Past President  Eric Horwill  C 390 
Captain    Martin Fisher  C788 
Vice Captain   Frans Lejtens  C949 
Treasurer   Richard Cole  C928 
Social Walks   Steve Kemp C1075 
Merchandise Officer  Chris Flint  C849 
Archivist    Sue Clements  C950 
Committee   Carl Lawton  C750  
Committee   Dave Jones  C987 
Committee   Ian Richards C1064 
Committee   Richard McChesney C1131 

 

Pam Ficken asked the meeting to indicate their vote for each post as she read through the list. 
Unanimously agreed. 
 

Sue Clements agreed with Chris Flint’s suggestion that the Web Manager should be included under  
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the post of Archivist.  
 

Nomination 

 Hon. Secretary – Chris Flint C 849.   
Proposed by Pam Ficken C934 and seconded by Carl Lawton C750. All voted in favour. 
The President welcomed Chris as Hon. Secretary.  He expressed his thanks to Sue for the work she 
had done and for being nominated but emphasised that he sees this as a temporary holding role.   

        
15. Archivist’s report – Sue Clements C950 

Work carried out on the archives during the year was related to the website so the archivist’s report 
was incorporated the Website report and reported under  Item 10 above. 
 

16. Social Walks in 2021 – Steve Kemp C1075 
Steve reflected that the last couple of years had not e=been easy in terms of social walks.  
 

The weather forecast for  Chris Flint’s social walk along the White Cliffs, Kent  was dire and likely to 
discourage people attending. Despite this, Chris turned out and, in the company of two other walkers, 
braved the inclement  weather.  Their effort paid off, there were beautiful views and later in the day 
they were rewarded with better weather.  Chris plans to lead the walk again later in 2022 when the 
weather is likely to be better.   Steve suggested that future publicity should ask those intending to join 
the social walk to confirm their intention with the leader in advance. 

 

Other social walks in the pipeline: East Bergholt led by Kim Howard C1020; The Snickleways, York. 
 

Training walks 
 Richard McChesney is organising another training walk in Richmond Park on a 7 mile lap.  Walkers 

may walk as far and/or as long as they wish.   The date remains to be confirmed but is likely to be 
in Easter. 

 Cambridge along the guided busway. Date to be decided. 
 

17. Date of next AGM: Saturday 28
th

 January 2023 
Venue to be decided. 
 
Any other business 
 

Merchandise  
This generates a welcome source of income and publicises our activities. In order to increase sales It 
was suggested we consider how to maximise how it is marketed.  Forexamples photographs could be 
published in Essex Walker.   
 

Steve Kemp recommended a concerted effort was required to fill the post of Assistant Secretary. This 
will be added to the post-AGM Newsletter Chris plans to send after the AGM.  Steve continued by  
observing  The Centurions are in a good position now; our finances are stable and we have a good 
race lined up.  We owe many people thanks who have contributed to getting us into this situation.   
 

The President closed the meeting at 15:00pm and thanked everybody for attending. 

 

---- ends 


